
badger 
skUlls

annual report
2014-2015

alumni 
association



While recently reading a paper entitled “Managing Oneself,” I was struck by author  
Peter F. Drucker’s perspective on what it takes to truly succeed, personally and  
professionally, in today’s world: “…you’ll need to cultivate a deep understanding  
of yourself—not only what your strengths and weaknesses are but also how you 
learn, how you work with others, what your values are, and where you can make the  
greatest contribution. Because only when you operate from strengths can you achieve 
true excellence.”

Recall your years as an undergraduate at UW. Undoubtedly, we were all quite different 
at graduation than we were in August of our freshman year. With each passing year, or 
even every semester or month, we learned more about ourselves—our interests, values, 
passions, and goals. This growth is not achieved solely through self reflection. We were 
all shaped by the classes we took, places we traveled, and, perhaps most notably, the 
people we met. Whether through academic discussions in the classroom or spirited 
debates over a beer at our favorite bar, this interaction fuels curiosity and challenges 
us to rethink our positions and paths.

The bonds of our brotherhood in Phi Kappa Sigma were especially influential. With the 
launch of our mentoring program, led by Craig Bolyard, alumni have the opportunity to 
be invaluable resources to the undergraduates of Alpha Theta, providing advice and 
guidance on their academic, fraternal, personal and career goals at a time when it is 
most needed.

With a consistent group of well-prepared graduates from the chapter, our alumni network  
will continue to grow stronger.  Ultimately the power of our alumni network is rooted in 
the success of the undergraduate chapter.  Being an undergraduate chapter member 
is only the beginning of our lifelong enrichment.  In fact, we all have many milestones 
that we will share with each other over our lives.

On Wisconsin,

Brian Schaeffer
BSAA President, ΑΘ ‘10

2014-2015 Welcome Letter
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What is the Badger Skulls Alumni Association? 
The Badger Skulls Alumni Associations (BSAA) is the officially recognized alumni chapter of 
the Alpha Theta Chapter of the Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity at the University of Wisconsin.  
It was formed in the spring of 2009 at the annual undergraduate Parent - Alumni Banquet 
held on April 18th in Madison, WI. By-laws were adopted at this meeting and eight alums 
and three undergraduate members were elected to serve as board of directors.  

The BSAA in a nonprofit non-stock corporation formed under Chapter 181 of Wisconsin 
Statues, repealed and recreated by 1997 Wisconsin Act 79. The association is organized 
and operated in accordance with the meaning and provisions of Section 501(c)(7) of 
the Internal Revenue Code.

The BSAA Board of Directors has since evolved into a 12 member body consisting of 
all alumni members. Four of the twelve board seats are specifically reserved for recent 
graduates. Board members meet in person at least twice a year, once in February for 
planning purposes and once in April for the annual BSAA membership meeting held in 
Madison, WI.  

The BSAA’s mission statement is to perpetuate the existence of the Alpha Theta Chapter 
of the Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity at the University of WI – Madison by supporting the 
undergraduate members and uniting its alumni. The BSAA partially executes its mission 
statement by various financial expenditures such as:

$230,000 for the purchase of commercial property
$225,000 for the build-out and furnishing of the property 
$44,000 in financial support to Alpha Theta since 2009
$16,500 for recruitment workshops, consulting and coaching
$9,000 in Founder’s Scholarship for re-chartering members
$3,500 to for travel expenses to the 2012 Grand Chapter 
$1,500 for public leadership scholarships 

Alumni dues and donations help support the undergraduate chapter and preserve the 
association’s long-term investments.

what is the bsaa?

WHAT IS THE BSAA?



BSAA Annual Report 2014-2015 4BSAA 2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT 4

Website
The BSAA maintains a website accessible through the internet at: www.badgerskulls.org 
or www.badgerskulls.com. The website is updated periodically and lists the association’s  
contact information, current board members and latest news about past and upcoming  
events.

Facebook Group
Facebook is an online social networking service. Its name comes from the 
colloquial name for the book given to students at the start of the academic  
year by some American university administrations to help students get to 
know one another. Users must register before using the site, after which 
they may create a personal profile, add other users as friends, exchange  

messages, and receive automatic notifications when they update their profile.  
Additionally, users may join common-interest user groups, organized by workplace, 
school or college, or other characteristics, and categorize their friends into lists such as 
“People From Work” or “Close Friends”. As of September 2012, Facebook had over one 
billion active users.

The BSAA maintains a Facebook group page. You can find our Facebook page by 
searching for “Badger Skulls Alumni Association.” Facebook groups provide an alternative  
communication channel that is equally fast and cost-effective compared to regular e-mail.”

staying connected

STAYING CONNECTED

http://www.badgerskulls.org 
http://www.badgerskulls.com
https://www.facebook.com/phikap
http://www.facebook.com/badgerskulls
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LinkedIn
LinkedIn is a social networking website for people in professional 
occupations. Founded in December 2002 and launched on May 5, 
2003, it is mainly used for professional networking. As of June 2013, 

LinkedIn reported more than 259 million acquired users in more than 200 countries  
and territories.

The Phi Kappa Sigma International Fraternity headquarters staff maintains a LinkedIn 
group profile for the entire fraternal organization. The Badger Skulls Alumni Association 
has a subgroup profile that can be accessed from the fraternity’s homepage.

The BSAA LinkedIn group is currently an under-utilized communication tool. The BSAA 
board hopes to leverage the networking site more in the future.

To Update Your Information
We are excited about the ability to reconnect with all of our alumni Brothers and to live 
our commitment of “Once A Phi Kap, Always A Phi Kap”. You can update your contact 
information by sending a brief letter to: BSAA, 315 W. Washington Ave., Madison WI 53703. 
Or email Jordan Schelling, the association’s secretary, at: bsaasecretary@gmail.com.

Should you have any questions or want to learn more about the Badger Skulls Alumni 
Association, please contact Brian Schaeffer at bsaapresident@gmail.com.

STAYING CONNECTED

mailto:bsaasecretary%40gmail.com?subject=
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Recruitment
For any fraternity chapter, strong recruitment is integral toward the improvement of all 
organizational operations. Our sustained growth, both quantitatively and qualitatively 
in terms of the men of honor we recruit, creates a culture of success and constant  
development. This was our best year yet for recruitment, we initiated 17 men between 
the two semesters and nearly doubled our size.  A lot of the events we held this year 
we’ve done in the past too, but there is finally enough organization that they were pulled 
off with much more success.  In the fall we attended a Brewers game, held a bowling 
night, and made a few visits to the Comedy Club.  In the spring we had another bowling  
night, held a Super Bowl party at the Crypt, and sponsored a Résumé workshop.

With our annual Steak Night dinner happening every spring, we wanted to better utilize  
that great event to create a more organized presentation of bids to the potential new 
members.  We also implemented this bid dinner idea in the fall semester, inviting all 
potential new members to the Crypt where we cooked them steaks and gave them 
their bids.

state of the chapter

STATE OF THE CHAPTER
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Our new member class is ambitious and ready to get involved.  Many recruited this 
past year have already taken on a leadership role for this next semester.

Fall 2014 Nu Class:
Sean Fox, Brendan Schlaman, Aaron Hintz, Josh Totsky, Dan Shalit, Eric Sullivan, 

Matt Davis, Joey Hering, Hunter Spain

Spring 2015 Xi Class:
Cooper Bohn, Xander Houdek, Brandon Hughey, Austin Klisch, David Morel, 

Kyle Powers, John Spoerl, Kyle Stanuch

STATE OF THE CHAPTER
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Academics
As students at a top flight public university, education and scholarly success are to our  
important to our chapter. In our emphasis on academics, our chapter seeks to help our 
members strive to achieve academic success. Any member that receives less than a 
2.75 GPA the previous has to meet with the Academic Chair, where they will formulate 
a plan to get their grades up during their current semester.  In addition to this policy, we 
will not allow active membership for anyone having a previous semester’s GPA of less 
than a 2.5 while also having lower than a 2.75 GPA overall. 

To further promote these policies and ideals, every week during the semester we block 
off an evening at the Crypt for Study Tables.  This is a time for quiet studying and doing 
homework with other brothers.  Additionally, every semester we hold our GPA League, 
an academic competition between multiple teams of members. Points are awarded 
for doing well on exams, attending study tables, and having a good GPA the previous 
semester.

Below you can find the overall chapter’s GPA average for the previous two semesters  
compared with the All Men’s Greek Community GPA for the previous two semesters. 
You can also find recognition of those individual chapter members with especially  
outstanding GPAs. 

Fall 2014:  3.092            Spring 2015:  3.203

Fall 2014:
All Men’s GPA:  3.170            All Greek Men’s GPA:  3.158

Spring 2015:
All Men’s GPA:  3.195            All Greek Men’s GPA:  3.188

David Morel:   Spring 2015 3.719
John Spoerl:   Fall 2014 3.79

Todd Sherman:   Fall 2014 3.6, Spring 2015 3.6
Zack Beethem:   Spring 2015 4.0

Ryan Prestil:   Spring 2015 4.0
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Mentoring Program Kicks Off in 2014
Everyone, undoubtedly, has faced challenges or worked to overcome an obstacle.  
Perhaps it was a time during college, a new position you entered, a cutting-edge  
technology you mastered, or a skill you worked to improve. Through all of these you 
have probably had a teacher who has guided you and helped you to be better 
equipped in the workforce.

For these reasons, the BSAA wanted to give the undergraduates opportunities through 
our mentoring program. This first semester included 9 undergraduates who wished to 
better themselves and we are expecting even more Fall 2015 with 13! From personal  
experience, mentoring shapes those involved to become better leaders and  
professionals. Some day these same mentees will be mentors and the knowledge they 
have gathered will continue to further enrich our fraternity.

If you haven't signed up for mentoring and would like to or you just have some  
questions or comments, feel free to check our website at http://badgerskulls.com/
mentorship-program/.
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Philanthropy
John Donne once wrote “any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in 
mankind.” In this quotation, Donne advocates for a deep connection to others and to 
one’s community and this idea resonates very deeply with our chapter. Philanthropy  
should be the backbone of every fraternity. If the chapter does not exist to contribute  
to and improve the community around it, then we ask “what is it good for?”  
Consequently, we are deeply committed to philanthropy.

This past year we held two major  
philanthropy events.  In the fall we 
sponsored a two-day 50/50 raffle event 
and sold tickets on East Campus Mall, 
having proceeds go to our national 
sponsor, the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society. Our second project was a park 
clean up at the local James Madison 
Park.  The chapter raised $241.61 for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

In addition to hosting these two major  
events, the chapter also participated  
in the events and causes of numerous  
other organizations. In particular, we  
also partook in Relay for Life, an event 
sponsored by the American Cancer 
Society in which participants organize  
fundraising teams ahead of time and, 
upon the day of the relay, camp out 
over night at the event engaging 
in various fun activities and hearing  
assorted speakers share personal  
experiences with cancer.  Some of our 

members also went to the TriHop, a pancake breakfast offered by the sorority Delta 
Delta Delta to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

In total, the chapter completed 502 hours of community service this past year.
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Ryan Miller:  Electrical Engineering
Jackson Ward:  Evolutionary Biology, Sociology, and Global Health

Jason Wolff:  Nuclear Engineering
Kevin O'Connell:  Communication Arts

Spencer Lemens:  Chemical Engineering
Jonathan Rodriguez:  Evolutionary Biology

2014-2015 graduates

2014-2015 GRADUATES
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Badger Skulls Alumni Association, Inc
As of December 31, 2014

ASSETS
    Current Assets
        Chase Checking 5,340.92
        PayPal 270.11
    Total Bank Accounts 5,611.03

    Other Current Assets
        Long Term Investments 238,430.46
    Total Current Assets 244,041.49

    Fixed Assets
        315 W. Washington Ave. & Parking 230,000.00
        315 W. Washington Ave. Buildout 200,347.74
        Accumulated Depreciation -35,970.00
        Closing Costs on 315 W. Washing 1,796.00
        Furniture and Fixtures 39,324.75
    Total Fixed Assets 435,498.49

TOTAL ASSETS 679,539.98

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
    Equity
        Retained Earnings 711,968.67
        Net Income -32,428.69

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 679,539.98

balance sheet

FINANCIALS
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Badger Skulls Alumni Association, Inc
January through December 2014

INCOME
    Dues/Donations 4,665.55
    Rental/Parking Income 3,789.64
    Services 2,482.77

Total Income 10,937.96

EXPENSES
    Accounting 788.96
    Annual Report 400.00
    Association Dues 5,095.08
    Board Planning Meeting 102.66
    Building Expenses 784.13
    Event Expenses 1,632.80
    Grand Chapter 400.00
    Insurance 1,269.00
    Miscellaneous 458.79
    Printing/Postage 213.58
    Property Tax 5,493.89
    Undergraduate Expense 2,589.95
    Utilities 5,545.23
    Website 144.22

Total Expenses 24,918.29
Net Operating Income -13,980.33

Other Income
    Investment Income 7575.64
Total Other Income 7575.64

Other Expenses
    Depreciation Expense 260.24
Total Other Expenses 260.24

Net Other Income -18,448.36

Net Income -32,428.69

profit and loss

FINANCIALS
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Type Value($) Allocation
Short Term Fixed Income   106,364.43 42.08%

US Equity 62,319.55 24.65%

International Equity 33,493.84 13.25%

High Yield Fixed Income 22,428.81 8.87%

Cash Equivalent 12,097.36 4.79%

Emerging Markets 8,326.78 3.29%

Real Estate 7,765.30 3.07%

Total: $252,796.07 100.00%

Asset Allocation

Short Term 
Fixed Income
$106,364.43

Cash Equivalent
$12,097.36

High Yield Fixed Income
$22,428.81

International Equity
$33,493.84

US Equity
$62,319.55

Emerging Markets
$8,326.78

Real Estate
$7,765.30

FINANCIALS
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