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Forward to The Forward

For many years, this publication was called the “Annual Report.” When it first began, 
that title was an accurate description of publication. It was a printed “annual report” of  
membership information and data pertaining to the financial state of the BSAA. Today, our 
publication has become a lot more than just a record of membership contributions and 
organizational assets: it’s a digital magazine filled not only with financial tables, but with 
stories, pictures, and graphics. Tomorrow, who knows what it will look like? Regardless,  
as faithful alumni of the University of Wisconsin, we welcome the future to come and  
anticipate the growth and development of not only this publication, but our organization  
as a whole. We move forward. Accordingly, we herein christen this publication as The  
Forward Phi Kap. And so, we invite you dear reader, as you look upon these pages, not only 
to dwell on the year past, but to think “what can I can do that will fill these pages in the year 
to come?” On Wisconsin and On Phi Kappa Sigma!



FORWARD Phi Kap 3

Letter from BSAA President
Fellow Alumni,

This past year marks the 6th anniversary of the BSAA and a goal of the board was to put 
strong emphasis on alumni events during 2015.  Thank you to all those who attended an 
event or stopped by the Crypt while in Madison.

Throughout 2015, 25 different alumni came to one of our 5 events.  Many of our alumni went 
to multiple events and brought their families and friends so overall total attendance was 
147!  The “Crypt” has worked well as a central meeting point for many of our activities and 
is a great place to host events.  In addition to the BSAA’s events, our goal is for the Crypt to 
feel like your “home in Madison.” We encourage our lifetime members to take advantage of 
daily access and stop by when they’re in the area.

We kicked off 2015 with the annual steak night in February.  During the annual meeting in 
April, Ted Jacobs ’13 was elected to fill an open seat on the BSAA board and has been a 
great addition to the leadership dynamic.  Following the annual meeting was the parent 
and alumni banquet at the Double Tree Hotel.  Instead of a Mallards game, we organized 
a tailgate at Miller Park for a Brewers game and postgame concert by the Goo Goo Dolls.  
Homecoming was our major event for the fall semester along with a Christmas bowling 
party in Racine towards the end of the year.

With all the distractions in today’s day and age, it can be tough to travel to Madison, but 
there are also other ways to stay engaged with the Alpha Theta chapter.  We have several 
alumni who have given of their time and talent to mentor an undergraduate chapter member 
in our mentoring program.  We are also grateful for our financial contributors and dues  
paying members who help make it possible for BSAA to perpetuate it’s mission of uniting 
our alumni and supporting the undergraduate chapter.

Whether it’s in Madison or wherever our events and lives take us all, we hope to see you  
in 2016!

On Wisconsin,

Brian Schaeffer
BSAA President, ΑΘ ‘10
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What is the BSAA?

The Badger Skulls Alumni Associations (BSAA) is the officially recognized alumni chapter of 
the Alpha Theta Chapter of the Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity at the University of Wisconsin.  
It was formed in the spring of 2009 at the annual undergraduate Parent - Alumni Banquet 
held on April 18th in Madison, WI.  By-laws were adopted at this meeting and eight alumni 
and three undergraduate members were elected to serve as board of directors.

The BSAA in a nonprofit non-stock corporation formed under Chapter 181 of Wisconsin 
Statues, repealed and recreated by 1997 Wisconsin Act 79.  The association is organized 
and operated in accordance with the meaning and provisions of Section 501(c)(7) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.

The BSAA Board of Directors has since evolved into a 12 member body consisting of 
all alumni members.  Four of the twelve board seats are specifically reserved for recent  
graduates.  Most board meetings are held via teleconference on the second Thursday of 
each month.  Board members meet in person at least twice a year, once in February for 
planning purposes and once in April for the annual BSAA membership meeting held in 
Madison, WI.

The BSAA’s mission statement is to perpetuate the existence of the Alpha Theta Chapter 
of the Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity at the University of WI – Madison by supporting the  
undergraduate members and uniting its alumni.  The BSAA partially executes its mission 
statement by various financial expenditures such as:

$230,000 for the purchase of commercial property
$225,000 for the build-out and furnishing of the property 
$44,000 in financial support to Alpha Theta since 2009
$16,500 for recruitment workshops, consulting and coaching
$9,000 in Founder’s Scholarship for re-chartering members
$3,500 to for travel expenses to the 2012 Grand Chapter 
$1,500 for public leadership scholarships 

Alumni dues and donations help support the undergraduate chapter and preserve the  
association’s long-term investments.
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2015 Contributors

William A. Bingham ‘49
Justin J. Blenker ‘01
Craig D. Bolyard ‘10
Andrew D. Butts ‘12

Curt A. Christianson ‘94
Processo E. Daulo ‘98

Brian J. Della ‘95
Andrew Dolan ‘10
Brian M. Fait ’96

Scott A. Gering ‘89
Jon D. Goldstein ’95

Aaron A. Kirchenberg ‘12
Curt D. Klinkner ’95

Christopher Leuenberger ‘14
Joseph B. Moidl ’94

Donald L. Murray ‘56
Craig E. Nelson ‘99

R. Philip Petrowski ‘01

Ethan Pierick ‘12
Brian M. Schaeffer ‘10
Benjamin J. Scharff ‘95
Jordan T. Schelling ‘11
Jeremy R. Sorenson ‘10

Penn R. Vieau ‘96
Alec W. Wasserman ’09
Michael E. Williams ‘92

David R. Wolf ‘99

In 2015, the BSAA received contributions from numerous supporters from all over the  
country. While, the majority of our members remain in the Wisconsin area, the reach and  
interests of our membership block is vast and varied. Here’s a list of lifetime members.

Joseph F Baltus  Madison, WI
Joseph Belmonte Pleasant Prairie, WI
Dan Block  South Milwaukee, WI
Craig D Bolyard New Braunfels, TX
Ryan Campagna  Brooklyn, NY
Brian J Della   Oak Creek, WI
Andrew Dolan  Omaha, NE
Dan Drusch   Sunnyvale, CA
Joseph M Duratinsky Ann Arbor, MI
Chris Earl   Cedar Rapids, IA
Jonathan R Hancock Madison, WI
Ryan J Hayes   Verona, WI
Steven R Henning  Boulder, CO
Michael S Hilla  Fort Myers, FL

Ted Jacobs   Minneapolis, MN
W Morgan Lippitt  Evanston, IL
Joseph B Moidl  Maple Grove, MN
Corey O'Reilly  Kenosha, WI
Dustin L Pashouwer Denver, CO
Ethan Pierick  Madison, WI
Brian M Schaeffer  Chicago, IL
Jordan T Schelling  Green Bay, WI
Matt G Schroeder  Los Angeles, CA
Jeremy R Sorenson  Oak Creek, WI
Patrick R Spiedel  Kenosha, WI
Sean N Strache  Madison, WI
David M Van Rooy  Oceanside, CA

Special thanks to our top contributors in 2015:
$550 - Dan Drusch '11 Sunnyvale, CA
$520 - Ted Jacobs '13 Minneapolis, MN
$395 - Chris Earl '97 Cedar Rapids, IA 

Joseph D Belmonte '13
Craig D Bolyard '11
Ryan Campagna '12
Andrew Dolan '10

Ted Jacobs '13
Michael Hilla '99

Aaron A Kirchenberg '12
Joseph B Moidl '94, Past Grand Alpha

BSAA Board of Directors

BSAA Lifetime Member Club

President  -  Brian Schaeffer
Vice President  -  Brian Della

BSAA Board Officers 2015
Treasurer  -  Jeremy Sorenson
Secretary  -  Jordan Schelling
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Locations of each of our members across the country
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BSAA Social Events for 2015
Last February 2015, the BSAA hosted their annual Steak Night. 14 alumni, 22 undergraduates, 
and seven potential new members were present for the event’s last iteration to be had 
at the now closed Prime Quarter Steak House. Bread was broke, meat was cut, and great 
brotherhood was shared by all.

BSAA president Brian Schaeffer ’10 and BSAA Vice President 
Brian Della ‘95 address the room before dinner. 

Two potential new members enjoy their free steak dinner!
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Alumni and undergraduates anticipate grilling their 
steaks and making some Texas Toast at Prime Quarter!

On April 18th, the BSAA and undergraduate 
chapter hosted the annual Parent/Alumni 
Banquet for 2015. Nearly 50 attendees were 
on hand including Badger Skulls alumni, 
undergraduates, and numerous friends and 
family. The Banquet was held at the Madison  
DoubleTree. Thankfully, the weekend sported  
warm weather and lots of sunshine.

Jackson Ward ’15 addresses the room one  
final time as an undergraduate to reflect on  

his experience and thank his brothers!
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Undergraduates and alumni gather for a group photo 
at the 2015 Parent/Alumni Banquet. 
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Ryan Miller ’15 and Dan Block ’12 throw up the “W” for Wisconsin (and Wu Tang 
Clan) while Chris Leuenberger ’15 and Ryan Campagna ’12 watch the game intently.

The Goo Goo Dolls play a concert on the field after the game.

Last August 15th, 26 Badger Skulls alumni, friends, and family met in Milwaukee at Miller 
Park to tailgate and watch the Brewers’ game. All in attendance also stayed to enjoy a 
Goo-Goo Dolls concert that was held on the field following the Brewers’ victory over the  
Phillies. Earlier in the weekend on Friday, a number of alumni also met for a tour of  
Lakefront Brewery and dinner. The brewery-touring continued on Saturday before the  
baseball game when a number of alumni also decided to see and sample the Sprecher 
brewery. It was a great weekend of beer, brotherhood, baseball, and music. It was also a 
wonderful to share the experience with family and friends.
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Brothers and  friends visited the Sprecher Brewery before the game. 
Chris Leuenberger ‘15 and Ryan Miller ’15 

enjoy the beer-tasting while socializing.

Brothers tailgated outside of Miller Park before the game.
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Ryan Campagna '12 plays a game 
of bean bag toss with Dan Block '12 

and Jeremy Sorenson '10. 

A view from inside Sprecher’s Brewery 
where brothers toured before the game.
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Last October 16th-18th, Badger Skulls alumni and undergraduates met to celebrate UW 
Homecoming 2015. 11 alumni, nine undergraduates, and several other friends and family 
were present for the weekend of festivities.  The Homecoming celebration began Friday 
afternoon with a golf outing at University Ridge. Later that evening, after the homecoming 
parade, several undergraduates and alumni met for dinner at the Boathouse. On Saturday, 
the BSAA and undergraduate chapter jointly hosted a tailgate for the Homecoming football 
game followed by a watch-party for the Badgers’ 24-13 victory over Illinois. After the game, 
brothers and friends went out for some merriment around downtown Madison.

The Boathouse where brothers ate 
dinner on Friday of Homecoming 
weekend 2015.

Ted Jacobs ’13 and undergraduate 
Sean Fox play beanbag toss at the  

tailgate before the Homecoming game.
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The view Lake Mendota from the Edgewater Terrace.

View of the student section in anticipation of 
“Jump Around” at the Homecoming football game.
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Bowling at Hillsides Lanes in Racine, WI.

Last December 26th, 12 alumni and 2 undergraduates met in Racine at Hillside Lanes for a 
night of pizza and bowling.  What started as a small group of local alumni has grown into a 
highly anticipated annual tradition. Part of the event also included a white-elephant beer 
gift exchange. Hopefully, the event can continue to grow in 2016.

A group of brothers shows off their ugly sweaters and handsome smiles in a selfie. 
Pictured in descending order from left to right: 
Ryan Campagna ’12, Jackson Ward ’15, Jake Lake ’15, Joe Belmonte ’13, 
Jordan Schelling ’11, Ted Jacobs ’13, Todd Sherman ’16.
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The gifts for the 
White Elephant Beer Exchange.

Jackson Ward ’15 flings a bowling ball with perfect 
form in his father’s old bowling team jacket.
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Brothers gather for a heart-warming group photo. 
Pictured in descending order from left to right: 
Andrew Butts ’12, Jeremy Sorenson ’10, Ted Jacobs ’13, 
David Van Rooy ’11, Jake Lake ’15, Jackson Ward ’15, Ryan Campagna ’12, 
Sean Fox ’16, Jordan Schelling ’11, Todd Sherman ’16, Joe Belmonte ’13, 
Brian Schaeffer ’10, Steve Henning ’14, Craig Bolyard ’11.
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Mentoring Program 2015

Alumni Annoucements 
and Congratulations

Everyone, undoubtedly, has faced challenges or worked to overcome an obstacle. Perhaps 
it was a time during college, a new position you entered, a cutting-edge technology you 
mastered, or a skill you worked to improve. Accompanied with all of these experiences was 
probably a teacher or mentor who guided you and helped you to develop these skills and 
adjust to your new responsibilities. For these reasons, in 2014, the BSAA began a mentoring  
program to provide undergraduates with opportunities with guidance and professional  
direction from our alumni base. From personal experience, mentoring shapes those  
involved to become better leaders and professionals. Some day these same mentees will 
be mentors, and the knowledge they have gathered will continue to further enrich our  
fraternity. While participation and interest in this program were strong in 2014, participation  
and interest dropped off in 2015. Because of this, BSAA would like to remind you that it 
greatly encourages its members to join this program. If you have any comments, questions, 
or suggestions in regard to our mentoring program please visit http://badgerskulls.com/ 
mentorship-program/. Alternatively, email Craig Bolyard at craig.d.bolyard@gmail.com.

The BSAA is large network of brothers whose alumnihood extends from the 1950’s all 
the way into today. Suffice it to say that you don’t always know everyone in the group.  
Moreover, graduation, a celebration though it is, can often mark goodbyes to so many  
important people in your life. The bottom-line is that alumni have trouble staying in touch, 
and if they didn’t go to school at the same time, they might never meet despite being  
brothers. For these reasons, we have an announcements section to celebrate the life  
milestones of our members. A lot can happen in a year, and though the BSAA can’t be there 
for all of it, we want you to know that we’re thinking of you and that we support you! As  
Vitamin C once famously sang  “As we go on we remember all the times we had together, 
and as our lives change come whatever we will still be friends [and brothers] forever.”
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Congratulations to

Ryan Prestil ’16 
on graduating in May and accepting a scholarship to study 

and do biomedical research at Cambridge University starting this fall!

Todd Sherman ’16 
for graduating in May and accepting a new job at KPMG in Chicago as an audit associate!

Morgan Lippitt '11 
for completing his MBA at Northwestern University in May!

R. Philip Petrowski '01 
for becoming a father for the first time. 

His wife gave birth to a healthy baby girl at the end of March!

Ryan Hayes '09 
for becoming a father for the first time! 

His wife gave birth to a healthy baby boy at the end of April!

David Van Rooy '11 
on the latest addition to his family! His wife gave birth to their second daughter in April!

Corey O'Reilly '11 
on completing medical school this spring and getting married in June! 

Patrick Spiedel ’12 on getting married in February! 

Joe Baltus ’12 on getting married in July!

Zach Beckman ’13 on getting married in July!

Austin Lemens ’13 on getting married in July!

Dan Block ’12 on getting married in August

Ethan Pierick ’12 on getting married in September!

If you’d like to submit announcements or congratulations in advance of next year’s  
newsletter, please email Ryan Campagna ’12 at rcampagna316@gmail.com. Alternatively,  
if you like to make an announcement in our monthly newsletters, email Jordan Schelling at 
jordan.schelling@gmail.com.
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State of the 
Undergraduate Chapter

Men of Honor 2016

In January 2016, four members of the Alpha Theta chapter attended the national fraternity’s  
annual leadership development seminar and retreat called “Men of Honor.” Normally held 
in upstate New York, this year’s “Men of Honor” was held in Asheville, North Carolina 
for the first time in the seminar’s history. For those that may not know, according to the  
national office’s website, “Men of Honor” “is devoted to helping our members transform their  
chapters and communities through values-based action.” In sum, the undergraduates 
gained great insight into how to lead their brothers and local communities, and they were 
also able to network and share ideas with fellows Phi Kaps from across the country. The 
experience would not have been possible without financial support from the BSAA, who 
sponsored their attendance by raising $625 in alumni donations. Thanks to all of those who 
donated to send these promising young fraternity members to “Men of Honor.” Here are 
testimonials from their time at the seminar:

Ryan Prestil : “It was a fantastic experience that allowed me to learn about myself and gain 
unique perspectives on how to improve the chapter.”

Brandon Hughey: “Men of Honor was a great experience. I got to meet people from all 
across the countries and learned many different ways to run a chapter. I also learned great 
things about myself that will positively impact my leadership.”

Sean Fox: ‘“It was a fantastic way to look at my personality and think about how I can  
contribute more to the fraternity.”

Joey Hering: “It gave new life to my fraternal experience. I met a bunch of lifelong friends, 
and it made me realize I could devote my entire life to an organization that cares.”

Please remember testimonials like these when considering your future financial support 
of the BSAA. Without active and caring members, the BSAA cannot provide opportunities 
like these to our undergraduates or alumni. Thank you again for your future support of our 
organization.
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Crypt Upkeep

We spent $3,800 on the 2 storage units for the “Crypt” or commercial space primarily used by 
the undergraduate chapter. One unit is used for the BSAA to house records and composites,  
and the chapter has one to store event supplies when not in use. We are very proud of this 
property and have put a lot of effort into making into a homebase for UW Phi Kaps. We  
encourage alumni members to stop by and say hello, when visiting Madison. Lifetime  
members receive key cards allowing 24 hour access to the space. The property is located at 
315 W. Washington Ave., Madison WI 53703.



FORWARD Phi Kap 22

Staying Connected
Website
The BSAA maintains a website accessible through the internet at: www.badgerskulls.com. 
The website is updated periodically and lists the association’s contact information, current  
board members and latest news about past and upcoming events.

Facebook Group
Facebook is an online social networking service. Users must register before using the 
site, after which they may create a personal profile, add other users as friends, exchange  
messages, and receive automatic notifications when they update their profile. Additionally,  
users may join common-interest user groups, organized by workplace, school or college, or 
other characteristics, and categorize their friends into lists such as “People From Work” or 
“Close Friends”. The BSAA maintains a Facebook group page. You can find our Facebook 
page by searching for “Badger Skulls Alumni Association.”

LinkedIn
LinkedIn is a social networking website for people in professional occupations. The Phi 
Kappa Sigma International Fraternity headquarters staff maintains a LinkedIn group profile 
for the entire fraternal organization. The Badger Skulls Alumni Association has a subgroup 
profile that can be accessed from the fraternity’s homepage. The BSAA LinkedIn group is 
currently an under-utilized communication tool and I believe HQ still has their own alumni 
group for members of all chapters.

To Update Your Information
We are excited about the ability to reconnect with all of our alumni Brothers and to live 
our commitment of “Once A Phi Kap, Always A Phi Kap”. You can update your contact  
information by sending a brief letter to: BSAA, 315 W. Washington Ave., Madison WI 53703. 
Or email Jordan Schelling, the association’s secretary, at: bsaasecretary@gmail.com. Should 
you have any questions or want to learn more about the Badger Skulls Alumni Association, 
please contact Brian Schaeffer at bsaapresident@gmail.com.

Always a Phi Kap program through HQ
AlwaysAPhiKap.org was developed in the summer of 2014 to help bring Phi Kappa Sigma 
into the 21st Century.  Through this advanced member management system, Brothers from 
all Chapters can connect and interact with more ease then ever before.  Please take the time 
to explore our site and update your information for our records.
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Badger Skulls Alumni Association, Inc
As of December 31, 2015

ASSETS
    Current Assets

        Chase Checking 3,087.43

    Total Bank Accounts 3,087.43

    Other Current Assets

        Long Term Investments 235,063.82

    Total Current Assets 238,151.25

    Fixed Assets
        315 W. Washington Ave. & Parking 233,615.00

        315 W. Washington Ave. Buildout 200,347.74

        Accumulated Depreciation -56,066.00

        Closing Costs on 315 W. Washington 1,796.00

        Furniture and Fixtures 39,324.75

    Total Fixed Assets 419,017.49

TOTAL ASSETS 653,102.00

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
    Equity

        Retained Earnings 679,540.00

        Net Income -26,438.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 653,102.00

Balance Sheet
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Badger Skulls Alumni Association, Inc
January through December 2015

INCOME
    Dues/Donations 5,651.00

    Rental/Parking Income 10,314.00

    Services 2,802.00

Total Income 18,767.00

EXPENSES
    Accounting 892.00

    Annual Report 425.00

    Association Dues 5,954.00

    Board Planning Meeting 206.00

    Building Expenses 224.00

    Event Expenses 3,075.00

    Insurance 445.00

    Miscellaneous 37.00

    Printing/Postage 27.00

    Property Tax 9,821.00

    Storage Units 3,623.00

    Utilities 5,984.00

    Website 108.00

Total Expenses 30,821.00

Net Operating Income -12,054.00

Other Income

    Investment Income 5,712.00

Total Other Income 5,712.00

Other Expenses

    Depreciation Expense 20,096.00

Total Other Expenses 20,096.00

Net Other Income -14,384.00

Net Income -26,438.00

Profit and Loss
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Short Term Fixed Income

US Equity

International Equity

High Yield Fixed Income

Cash Equivalent

Emerging Markets

Real Estate

Type Value($) Allocation

Short Term Fixed Income 106,386.29 45.26%

US Equity 58,634.53 24.94%

International Equity 35,097.28 14.93%

High Yield Fixed Income 15,118.11 6.43%

Cash Equivalent 6,298.97 2.68%

Emerging Markets 7,036.51 2.99%

Real Estate 6,492.13 2.76%

Total: $235,063.82 100.00%

Short Term 
Fixed Income

$106,386.29

Cash Equivalent

$6,298.97

High Yield Fixed Income

$15,118.11

International Equity

$35,097.28

US Equity

$58,634.53

Emerging Markets

$7,036.51
Real Estate

$6,492.13

Asset Allocation
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